Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 200 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.058; wR factor = 0.164; data-to-parameter ratio = 19.8.
In the centrosymmetric title compound, [Zn(C 12 H 16 NO 2 ) 2 ], the Zn II centre is coordinated by two O,N-bidentate Schiff base ligands, resulting in a slightly distorted trans-ZnN 2 O 2 square-planar geometry for the metal ion. Two short intramolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO contacts occur in the molecule. 
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Comment
As part of our ongoing studies of the structures of zinc(II) complexes (Zhu et al., 2003; You et al., 2003) , we now report the crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
Compound (I) consists of a Zn II atom and two bidentate salicylal schiff base ligands (Fig. 1) . The central Zn II atom exhibits 4-coordination by two N atoms from imine moieties and two O-anions from salicylal groups, forming a slightly distorted square planar geometry (Table 1) . Ring Zn1-N1-C7-C1-C2-O1 and Ring Zn1-N1A-C7A-C1A-C2A-O1A, togethor with the two benzene rings, stand in a plane with mean deviation of 0.0489 °. Two short intramolecular C-H···O contacts occur in the molecule (Table 2 ).
Experimental 0.5 mmol of zinc oxide, 1 mmol of 4-methoxysalicylaldehyde and 1 mmol of butylamine were dissolved in 10 ml methanol.
After 3 ml ammonia was added, the result solution was then heated to 423 K for 10 h in a sealed vessel. The reactor was cooled to room temperature at a rate of 10 K h -1
. The mixture was filtered and held at room temperature for 8 d. Colourless blocks of (I) were isolated in 47% yield.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions (C-H = 0.95-0.99Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (methyl C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I). Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level and dashed lines indicate hydrogen bonds. Atoms with a label A suffix are generated by the symmetry operator (1-x, 1-y, -z).
Crystal data [Zn(C 12 H 16 
Special details
